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DETAILED ACTION 


1. 


This action is in response to Amendment filed on 06/23/2008. 


2. 


Claims 5, 6, 8 and 9 have been amended, and claim 10 was previously cancelled. 


Currently, claims 1-9 are pending. 


Specification 


3. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

Regarding the section "Related Patent Applications", on page 2, the U.S. Provisional 
Patent Ser. No. 60/510,792 is filed on October 11, 2003 instead of October 10, 2003 as disclosed. 

Regarding paragraph "Certain yet alternate preferred embodiments of the method of the 
present invention may include a plurality of user-defined fileds, or plurality of "UDF's", each 
UDF associated with a record stored in a table, and each UDF", on page 7, the disclosure is 
unclear about the "each UDF" disclosed at the end. 

Regarding line 5 of paragraph "These items are created. . .", on page 10, the disclosed 
"Accreting and storing" is believed to be "Creating and storing". 

Appropriate correction is required. 
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Response to Amendment 

4. Amendments to claims 5, 6, 8 and 9 are effective to overcome the 1 12, 2 nd paragraph 
rejection in the previous office action. Therefore, the previous 112 rejection has been 
withdrawn. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments filed 06/23/2008 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Since the rejection of the claimed invention is based on a broad and reasonable 
interpretation of its claim language, arguments based on characteristics/functionalities that are 
not specifically claimed to distinguish the claimed invention from the prior art are considered as 
invalid. 

To allow Examiner to respond properly to the arguments regarding the prior art rejection, 
Applicant should specify which limitation/step is not taught or suggested by the prior art. 
Applicant did not address any argument regarding to the rejection mailed on 12/10/2007. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 


6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1(2) of such treaty in the English language. 


7. Claims 1-9 (effective date 7/24/2001 ) are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Fish (US Publication No 2003/0220891, effective filing date 12/22/2000). 


As to claim 1, Fish teaches: 

"In a computer, a method for adding additional information into a data field of an existing 
software record associated with a software table" (see Fish, [0010]-[001 1] and [0100]-[0102]), 
the method comprising: 

"forming a first user-defined data field structure, or first "UDF"" (see Fish , [0015] and 
[0101]-[0102] for adding user-defined fields to matter record wherein each row in table (Fig. 
13b) defining an identifier and a value of a user-defined field associated with a matter number is 
interpreted as user-defined data field structure), the first UDF comprising: 

"a record identifier datafield" (see Fish, [0097], [0102] and Fig. 13a-b wherein field 1380 
storing matter number is interpreted as a record identifier datafield), 
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"a UDF identifier datafield" (see Fish , [0102] and Fig. 13b wherein field 1381 storing 
identifier of a user-defined field is interpreted as a UDF identifier datafield), and 

"a first datafield" (see Fish , [0102] and Fig. 13b wherein field 1382 storing value 
corresponding to the user-defined field is interpreted as a first datafield); 

"storing a record identifier in the record identifier datafield" (see Fish , [0097] [0102] and 
Fig. 13b wherein matter number is interpreted as a record identifier); 

"storing a UDF identifier in the UDF identifier datafield" (see Fish, [0100]-[0104] and 
Fig. 13b); and 

"storing an additional information in the first datafield, whereby the first data field is 
associated with the record and the additional information stored in the first data field is 
associated with the record and without modification of the table" (see Fish , [0096]-[0102] and 
Fig. 13a-b wherein corresponding value is interpreted as additional information stored in field 
1382 (first datafield) which is associated with a matter record referenced by matter number; also 
see [0076] and [0079]). 

As to claim 2, this claim is rejected based on arguments given above for rejected claim 1 
and is similarly rejected including the following: 
Fish teaches: 

"forming a metadata, the metadata comprising a classification of data type, the 
classification of data type distinguishing the data type of the additional information stored in the 
first datafied" (see Fish, [0103]); and 

"associated the metadata with the first UDF" (see Fish, [005 1]-[0053]). 
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As to claim 3, this claim is rejected based on arguments given above for rejected claim 1 
and is similarly rejected including the following: 
Fish teaches: 

"forming a metadata, the metadata comprising a name, the name associated with the first 
UDF and the name for use in software operations accessing the first UDF" (see Fish , [0052]- 
[0053] wherein identifier is interpreted as a name as recited; also see [0087]); and 

"associated the metadata with the first UDF" (see Fish , [0102] and [0052] wherein each 
user-defined field is associated with an identifier (metadata)). 

As to claim 4, this claim is rejected based on arguments given above for rejected claim 1 
and is similarly rejected including the following: 
Fish teaches: 

"forming a metadata, the metadata comprising a title, the title associated with the first 
UDF and a name for use in a visual display of additional information of the first UDF" (see Fish , 
Fig. 7); and 

"associated the metadata with the first UDF" (see Fish, [0015] wherein field description 
associated with each user-defined field can be interpreted as title as claimed). 

As to claim 5, this claim is rejected based on arguments given above for rejected claim 1 
and is similarly rejected including the following: 
Fish teaches: 
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"forming a class plurality of UDF's and wherein the first datafield comprises a class 
identifier of the class plurality of UDF's, and each UDF of the class plurality includes: the class 
identifier; a unique identifier of the UDF of the class plurality of UDF" (see Fish , [0017] wherein 
a class plurality of UDF's includes milestones, office procedures, matter details, etc); and 

"datafield, whereby each datafield of the class plurality of UDF's is associated with the 
first UDF and therefrom associated with the record, and information is stored in the plurality of 
datafield of the class plurality of UDF, and associated with the first UDF, and therefrom the 
information of the plurality of datafields of the class plurality of UDF's is associated with the 
record and without modification of the table" (see Fish , [0085] for associating number of 
addresses (the class plurality of UDF's) with a given contact (first UDF)). 

As to claim 6, this claim is rejected based on arguments given above for rejected claim 1 
and is similarly rejected including the following: 
Fish teaches: 

"forming a plurality of UDF's" (see Fish, [0097], [0107] and Fig. 13a-b); 

"storing an identifier of the first UDF in the record identifier datafield of each of the 
plurality of UDF's" (see Fish , Fig. 13b wherein matter number is interpreted as identifier of the 
first UDF); 

"storing a unique UDF identifier in the record identifier datafield of each of the plurality 
of UDF's" (see Fish, Fig. 13b); 

"storing information in each of the first datafields of each of the plurality of UDF's, 
whereby the plurality of first datafields of the plurality of UDF's are associated with the first 
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UDF and information is stored in the plurality of datafields and associated with the first UDF, 
and therefrom the information of the plurality of datafields is associated with the record and 
without modification of the table" (see Fish , Fig. 13 a-b for associating of values (information in 
the plurality of datafields) with a matter number (first UDF) which represent a matter record 
[0097]; also see [0085] and [0101] for associating number of addresses with a given contact 
wherein each identifier/value pair represents an user-defined field). 

As to claim 7, this claim is rejected based on arguments given above for rejected claim 1 
and is similarly rejected including the following: 
Fish teaches: 

"storing a pointer in the record identifier datafield for use as the record identifier" (see 
Fish . [0101] for storing a pointer to an identifier). 

As to claim 8, this claim is rejected based on arguments given above for rejected claim 1 
and is similarly rejected including the following: 
Fish teaches: 

"each UDF associated with a same record stored in the table, whereby the plurality of 
first datafields of the plurality of UDF' s are associated with the same record and information is 
stored in the plurality of datafields and the information of the plurality of datafields is associated 
with the same record and without modification of the table" (see Fish , [0097], [0102]-[0103] and 
Fig. 13 a-b for the association between many user-defined fields (identifier/value pairs) with a 
matter number (matter record)). 
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As to claim 9, this claim is rejected based on arguments given above for rejected claim 1 
and is similarly rejected including the following: 
Fish teaches: 

"forming a data structure having a record, a List and a list user-defined field or "List 
UDF", the List UDF relatable to the record, and the List UDF comprising: an identifier of the 
List UDF; an identifier of the List, and a data address of the list, whereby an information stored 
at the data address of the List is associated with the List UDF and the information is stored or 
modified at the data address of the List, and the information is associated with the record and 
without modification of the table" (see Fish , [0085], [0087] for a list of addresses associated with 
a contact record; see [0052] for a list of milestone identifiers associated with a matter record; 
also see [0101] for storing pointer to an identifier (e.g., list) wherein pointer is interpreted as data 
address of the list). 
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Conclusion 

8 . THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Phuong-Thao Cao whose telephone number is (571)272-2735. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM (Mon - Fri). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Charles Rones can be reached on (571) 272-4085. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Hung T Vy/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2163 

Phuong-Thao Cao 
Art Unit 2 164 
December 3, 2008 


